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World War I and Roaring 20’s Study Guide
The United States Declares War pp. 555-558
1. Define U-Boat:

2. What event harmed public opinion of Germany in the U.S.?

3. How many died in this disaster? How many were Americans?
4. Why did William Jennings Bryan resign as secretary of state?

5. List two things Wilson did which made U.S. neutrality in lose its meaning.

6. What did the Zimmerman note, intercepted by Great Britain reveal to the U.S.?

7. Explain why a revolution in Russia promoted U.S. involvement in the war.

8. What impact did a declaration of war have on progressives as a whole?

9. What surprising gain did suffragettes (women wanting the right to vote) receive as a result of the war? Why did they get this?

10. What economic gains could the U.S. hope to get from WWI involvement?
11. What political/social progress did some think WWI would achieve?

On the Home Front pp. 564-567

12. How did the government try to raise money from the American people?

13. What did the “four-minute men” do?

14. Explain the role of each of the following government agencies:

a. War Industries Board

b. Fuel Administration

c. War Trade Board

d. National War Labor Board

e. War Labor Policies Board

15. What slogan helped the government regulate food consumption?

16. List eight things Herbert Hoover asked the women of America to do for the war effort.

17. What negative side did the war have for progressives hoping to lessen the power of the corporate world?

18. What was a major American fear during World War I (as it is in all wars)?

19.  What offensive term did Americans use to refer to Germans during WWI?
20. Provide five examples of anti-German sentiment during WWI.

21. What did the Espionage Act of 1917 declare?
22. What did the Sedition Act of 1918 make illegal?

23. How else did the federal government try to control anti-war sentiment and ideas during the war?

24. Why was Eugene Debs sent to jail for 10 years?

25. What group did the Industrial Workers of the World try to organize?

26. Give three examples of American militarism during WWI.

27. How did restrictions on immigration impact African Americans, Mexican Americans and women?

28. What was the primary reason/force behind Congress’ passing of the Eighteenth Amendment (Prohibition)?
Postwar Adjustments pp. 580-583

29. List 5 general areas in which major adjustments in the American economy had to take place after WWI.

30. What political party took over in Russia in 1917 and who was its leader?

31. Define communism:

32. Many people were never taught that the United States sent troops in and attacked Russia in 1918. Does the book make it obvious? Why do you think the history books have skimmed over this fact for many years?
33. Define red scare:

34. Define general strike:

35. How many workers did US Steel Corp. kill in 1919?

36. How many people did Mitchell Palmer deport without formal charges in the early 1920s? Could or do such things happen in America today?

37. What terms were used to label others as communists?

38. What most likely played a bigger role in the conviction of Sacco and Vanzetti than the evidence against them?
39. What did Sacco and Vanzetti feel they were accomplishing by being convicted of a crime they didn’t commit?

40. Define nativism:

Stemming the Tide of Change pp. 600-603

41. What did prohibitionists predict would happen after alcohol became illegal?

42. What was the actual response?

43. Define speakeasies:

44. Define bootlegging:

45. Movies were a chief source of entertainment in the 1920s. How did the industry attempt to control sexually explicit content?

46. What type of music and dancing aroused widespread criticism during the 1920s?
47. What did The Fundamentals pamphlets of the 1920s insist to be the case?

48. Define evolution:

49. Who violated the Tennessee law forbidding evolutionary ideas in the classroom?

50. Radio was the major source of entertainment and information during the 1920s. What became a national sensation?

51. Who were the two attorneys during the trial?

52. What was the outcome for Scopes?

53. Why did the US Supreme Court strike down such laws?
54. Examine the map on page 602. In which area was the KKK the strongest? Does this surprise you? Why or why not?

55. What was the goal of the KKK?

56. What did F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby expose?

57. Who was elected, in part, by the peculiar and long-reaching impact of the newfangled radio in 1928?

