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I.  
Brief Course Description

This course is an introduction to the comparative study of religion through an examination of the beliefs, practices, and history of the world’s major religions.  The purpose of this course is two-fold: to become more familiar with the particular perspectives embodied in each of the religious traditions that we will study and in each case to try to begin to stand in the shoes of one of its followers and, secondly, to begin to identify and wrestle with some of the fundamental questions that all of the world’s major religions seek to address.  To complement our learning in the classroom, we will visit a local house of worship corresponding to each religion we study.
II.
Goals

A. To promote a better understanding of the world’s diverse religious heritage
B. To appreciate the importance and influence of religion in the world today

C. To foster civic responsibility as citizens the United States, the most religiously diverse nation in the world
D. An enhanced ability to read, write, and think critically about primary and secondary writings from the world’s major religious traditions

E. To promote a greater awareness of and sensitivity to individual and cultural differences

F. A heightened awareness of the relationship between religion and culture

G. An increased ability to approach and study belief-systems different from one’s own

H. An enhanced ability to discuss beliefs different from one’s own in an open-minded and respectful way

I. An increased ability to identify and wrestle with the philosophical issues that the study of religion forces us to confront

III.
Topics Covered

A. Theories about the Origins of Religion and Basic Religions

B. Religions Originating in the Middle East

1. Judaism

2. Christianity

3. Islam

C. Religions Originating in India

1. Hinduism

2. Buddhism

D. Various Other World Religions (time permitting)
IV.  
Materials Used


Religions of the World, Hopfe and Woodward (Prentice Hall)
Newspapers and magazine articles (such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Economist)


Teacher created and acquired materials


Laptop computers


Internet sites


CD-ROMs


DVDs and CDs

Library materials

V.  
Methods

A. PowerPoint Lectures
B. Question and answer periods

C. Discussion/debate
D. Cooperative learning

E. Web site investigations including www.mrstott.com
F. Writing assignments

G. Oral presentations and projects
H. Guest speakers

I. Field trips

J. Jeopardy review

K. Internet review games

L. Optional Study Guides

M. Additional help outside of class
VI.
Evaluation

A. Tests and quizzes (50%)

B. Projects (20%)

C. Homework assignments, class presentations, and daily in-class performance (30%)

