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Westward Expansion Study Guide

Chapter 10, Section 2: Hispanic North America, pp. 276-280
1. What three states were rapidly created between 1846 and 1858?

2. What weakened the Spanish commitment to what is now the Southwestern United States?

3. How did Spain try to confront the threat of invasion from other European countries?

4. What did the Spanish build in California to try to preserve it from invasion?

5. What was the population decrease of Native Americans in California between 1769 and 1848?
6. Where did most colonials come from to replace this lost native population?

7. What was the capital of California under Mexican control?

8. What important event happened in 1821?

9. What did the new country of Mexico do with its missions?

10. Define secularized:

11. In what way did the U.S. citizens heavily influence Mexico’s northern territories?

12. Who established the first colony of American settlers in Texas?

13. Why did Mexico initially encourage colonization efforts in Texas in 1824? Why did they outlaw it in 1830?

14. Who declared himself dictator in Mexico in the early 1830s?
15. What happened in March of 1836 in Texas?

16. Where did fewer than 200 Texans face a Mexican army?

17. Who led 900 Texans to a great victory at the San Jacinto River?

18. What was their rallying cry?

Chapter 10, Section 4: Conquest of a Continent, pp. 286-291

19. Who coined the phrase “manifest destiny” and what was did it mean?
20. Under what president was Texas made a US state in 1845?

21. How much did the United States offer to pay Mexico for California and New Mexico?

22. Who did Polk send to Texas to control the Rio Grande?

23. Who was sent to California to stir up trouble there?

24. What was a revolt by Americans in California called?

25. What treaty did the US victory in Mexico City lead to and what did it give to the US?

26. What later allowed for the building of the southern continental railroad?

27. What did the Wilmot Proviso state?

28. Where did Brigham Young decide was the home of the Mormons?

29. In which two ways did Mormons earn a living during early settlement?

30. Where was gold discovered in 1848?

31. What impact did the gold rush have on Native Americans in California?
32. What was life like in western mining towns?

33. What did a quickly settled west eventually lead to for Native Americans?

Chapter 15, Section 1: Moving West, pp. 414-417

34. Provide at least three major reasons why people went “West”.
35. Who controlled most of the land west of the Mississippi?

36. What did the Morrill Land-Grant do?

37. Define speculators:

38. Describe the provisions of the Homestead Act of 1862.

39. Why was the Homestead Act difficult to take advantage of?

40. Explain the goals and disappointments of the “Exodusters.”
41. Why would neighbors from miles around come together to help another homesteader build a house?

42. How did homesteading later influence a movement for women’s rights and suffrage?

Chapter 15, Section 2: The Conquest of the Native Americans, pp. 418-421

43. Was the west a wild, empty expanse? Explain.
44. How did many Native Americans see the rush of oncoming settlement?

45. How many Cheyenne may have Colonel Chivington’s troops killed at Sand Creek?

46. Who was hired to subdue the Sioux?
47. Who was the Sioux leader at the time of the Battle of Little Bighorn? What was the result of that battle?

48. Describe the massacre at Wounded Knee.

49. Why did the US government encourage the extermination of Buffalo?

50. What two techniques were used by many Americans try do in order to “help” Native Americans?

51. Define squatters:

