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World War II Study Guide

Prelude to War pp. 664-669

1. Why did Mussolini feel that Italy was shortchanged by the peace settlement after WWI?

2. Define fascism:

3. What three things did Mussolini and his party do to make Italy great again?

4. What did Hitler write while in jail for attempting to take over Germany?

5. Define anti-Semitism:
6. Define Rhineland:

7. Define appeasement:

8. What did Hitler attack after England signed an agreement with him?

9. What did Hitler attack after signing a peace agreement with the Soviet Union?

10. What did its leaders feel they needed to do to make Japan self-sufficient?

11. Define Manchuria:

12. What policy did most Americans want to follow during the Depression?

13. Who was Winston Churchill?

14. Define Lend-Lease Act:

15. Why did Japan attack Pearl Harbor?

16. How many Americans died there?

The Military Struggle: pp. 670-676

17. What “four essential human freedoms” did the U.S. want to shape the postwar peace?
18. Define blitzkrieg:

19. What pact did Hitler break with the Soviets?

20. What was Erwin Rommel’s nickname?

21. From what country was Douglas MacArthur driven and what was his famous statement?

22. Where did the Soviets finally repel the Germans at great cost?

23. Where was the “soft underbelly” of the enemy?

24. Where was Operation Torch fought and who led it?

25. Why did Japan want to fight at Midway Island?

26. How did Chester Nimitz end up winning the battle of Midway?

27. What plan was begun in the Pacific at Guadalcanal?
28. What two islands did the allies finally take at great cost?

29. How many Allied soldiers participated in Operation Overlord?
30. Where did they land?

31. What was Hitler’s counterattack called?

32. Define holocaust:

33. What organization was created by a conference of nations in San Francisco?

Dropping the Atomic Bomb: A Turning Point in History (pp. 682-685)

34. What helped set the development of the A-bomb in motion?

35. What was the secret venture to develop the bomb called?

36. Who was responsible for leading the effort to create the first chain reaction of Uranium at the University of Chicago?
37. Who successfully tested the first A-bomb explosion in the desert of New Mexico?

38. What was the estimated cost in lives of an invasion of Japan by the U.S.?

39. What president decided to use the bomb on Japan?

40. Name of the two bombs and where each was dropped on Japan?

41. Describe the impact of the bomb on those living in Hiroshima or Nagasaki.
Daily Life on the Home Front (pp. 696-699)

42. As in World War I, war bonds were sold and wartime production of tanks, bombs and guns fueled a huge economic recovery in the Unites States. What is the term used to describe the population growth during this time?

43. What new reading sensation gripped the country during the 1940s?
44. What three other methods of entertainment were Americans enjoying during the war?

45. Give three examples of how shortages of materials changed peoples’ everyday life in the 40s.
46. Define rationing:

The Struggle for Justice at Home (pp. 707-711)

47. Rosie the Riveter was an iconic image during World War II as millions of American women entered factories to create supplies for the Allied forces. Still prejudice against hiring women and minorities was a problem—especially in the South. How many African Americans moved to northern and western cities during the 1940s?

48. What disgusting example of racism happened in Salina, Kansas during WWII?

49. Why did the U.S. encourage Mexican immigration during WWII?

50. What humiliating experience reflecting racial prejudice happened to Mexican Americans during the war?

51. What did Executive Order 9066 authorize during WWII?

52. What was the result of this for Japanese Americans?

53. What happened in 1988, which did not undo the damage done, but at least acknowledged the government’s wrongdoing during the war?

