U.S. Department
Social Studies

Name of Course
United States History
Grades
10th and 11th   

Length of Course
Year


Type of Course
Required

Number of meetings per six-day rotation
5

I.
Brief Course Description

This course examines the development of the United States from pre-Columbian settlement of North America until the present.  Our concern throughout will be to develop a better understanding of the United States today through an exploration of its past.

II.
Goals
A. To help students acquire a basic understanding of U.S. history

B. To help students appreciate the value and importance of history

C. To help students become proficient note-takers from printed materials, lectures, and discussions

D. To help students improve their ability to express themselves orally and in written form with clarity and precision 

E. To help students be able to develop a complex and specific thesis and then to support that thesis with historical evidence in a coherent, focused essay

F. To help students improve their ability to analyze and interpret a range of historical documents, including maps, statistical tables, pictures, and graphs

G. To help students be able to distinguish movements in history, identifying causes, results, and significance

H. To help students be able to place the establishment and subsequent development of the United States in the larger context of world events and intellectual trends

I. To help students develop both individual and group learning skills

J. To help and encourage students to use critical analysis of U.S. History in order to ascertain a clearer understanding of people and events
III.
Topics Covered

A. Basic physical and political geography of the United States

B. The Native American world and encounter, 15,000 b.p.-1492

C. Origins of a new society 1492-1783
D. Balancing liberty and order, 1781-1830
E. An emerging new nation, 1800-1860
F. Division and uneasy reunion, 1848-1877
G. Expansion: rewards and costs, 1860-1920
H. The United States on the brink of change, 1890-1920
I. Boom times to hard times, 1919-1938

J. Hot and Cold War, 1939-1960

K. The upheaval of the Sixties, 1960-1975

L. Continuity and change, 1968-present

IV.
Materials Used

A. America:  Pathways to the Present, Cayton, et al. (Prentice Hall)

B. Summer Reading: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
C. Teacher created and acquired materials

D. Political cartoons
E. Projects
F. Laptop computers
G. Internet sites
H. Library materials
I. Videos/DVDs w/corresponding worksheets
V.
Methods

A. Lecture

B. Question and answer periods

C. Discussion/Debate

D. Review games (online and in-class)
E. Cooperative learning activities
F. Web site investigations

G. Writing assignments

H. In-class assignments

I. Oral presentations

J. PowerPoint presentations

K. Movie reviews

L. Guest speakers

M. Additional help outside of class

VI.
Evaluation

A. Tests and Quizzes (40%)
B. Homework (40%)
C. Projects (20%)
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