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I. 
Brief Course Description

This course is an introduction to the challenges and pleasures of thinking about American politics through an exploration of the origins and structure of the American political system, the part citizens play in the political process, and the issues and debates animating American politics today.

II.
Goals

A. To understand our rights and responsibilities under the American political system

B. To understand the origins and structure of the American political system and how it works

C. To acquire the knowledge necessary to pass a Constitution test

D. To improve the skills of analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating political information, distinguishing fact from opinion, and expressing ideas and opinions in spoken and written form

E. To become familiar with the most important and enduring controversies in American government

F. To become more confident in the ability to discuss controversial issues in a civil and respectful way

III.
Topics Covered

A. American myths and the lessons of tyranny

B. Constitutional foundations

C. The Constitution

D. Federalism

E. Civil liberties and civil rights

F. Public opinion and political participation

G. Political parties

H. Campaigns and elections

I. Interest groups

J. Media and politics

K. Congress

L. The Presidency

M. The bureaucracy

N. The Judiciary

O. Domestic and foreign policy and policymaking

P. Current events

IV.
Materials Used

A. American Government, Gitelson, Dudley, and Dubnick (Houghton Mifflin)

B. 1984, Orwell (Signet)

C. Illinois Handbook of Government

D. Newspaper articles (The New York Times and/or The Washington Post)

E. Teacher-created and acquired materials

F. Political cartoons

G. Laptop computers

H. Internet sites

I. Internet Review Games

J. Teacher Website (www.mrstott.com)

K. Library materials

L. DVD, CD, audio tapes, maps, posters

V.
Methods

A. Lecture

B. Question and answer periods

C. Discussion/debate

D. Cooperative learning

E. Web site investigations

F. Writing assignments

G. Oral presentations

H. Guest speakers

I. Field trips

J. Additional help outside of class

K. “Jeopardy” review games

VI.
Evaluation

A. Tests and quizzes (55%)

B. Homework and daily assignments (35%)

C. Projects (10%)

D. Constitution Test (20% of total semester 1 grade)

