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Slave Auction Worksheet

1. What were the difficulties involved in setting yourself free if you were a slave?

2. Why didn’t the ministers and churches work to end slavery?

3. Explain why newspapers didn’t publish the wrongs of slavery and end the practice?

4. What were the three main arguments used by wealthy Southerners to justify slavery?

5. Why would important economic figures like the banker refuse to stop the sale or stand in the way of slavery?
6. Why might it be argued that slavery didn’t advance culture, but actually did the opposite?
7. What evidence did freed slaves provide which countered the argument that “blacks could not take care of themselves”?

8. List two other arguments of your own against the practice of slavery.
9. Does slavery still exist? Explain what you know about that.

10. What rights did slave owners had over their slaves. List 4.

11. What law made it illegal to help runaway slaves?
12. Why didn’t the “justice” stop the slave auction or change the law?
