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Ancient Rome Study Guide

Section 1: The Roman Republic

1. Read the stories of Romulus and Remus/Aeneid. What two major things do these legends assure ancient Romans of?

2. Name the two major mountain ranges in Rome and their impact on the people and civilizations there. How does Roman geography compare to that of Greece?

3. Describe various natural advantages to the geography of the city of Rome.

4. What group of people first founded Rome and what three beliefs did they contribute?

5. What two outside cultures influenced the culture of Rome early in its development?

6. Where did the Etruscans come from? What major contributions did they make to Roman civilization?

7. In 509 B.C., what type of government did the Romans adopt? Define republic:

8. How long did the Roman Republic last?

9. Define patrician:

10. Define plebeian:

11. Describe the early government of Rome. In your description, you should define the following terms: consul, veto, and dictator.

12. Describe how the plebeians were able to become part of the Roman Army.

13. Define legion:

14. Describe the Assembly of Centuries and define censor:

15. Describe the Assembly of Tribes and define tribune:

16. In what form were written laws of ancient Rome publicly posted?

17. Were all citizens equal under Roman law? Explain.

18. List the gradual reforms, which took place over time in Rome.

19. Did the government of Rome reward large families? Explain.

20. Describe the power and role of a Roman father.

21. Were girls and boys educated equally in Rome? Explain.

22. What subject was emphasized in Roman schools?

23. Compare Roman attitudes toward women with those of the Greeks.

24. Name 5 Roman gods and their areas of influence.

Section 2: The Expansion of Rome

25. To whom did the Greeks turn to for help against Rome?

26. Explain what happened to Pyrrhus.

27. How did Rome secure the loyalty of the Latins?

28. What was the effect of Roman roads like the Appian Way on Italy?

29. Between what two powers did a rivalry develop in the Mediterranean? Why?

30. Where does the word “Punic” come from?

31. What was the result of the First Punic War and how long did it go on?

32. Who is Hamilcar, Hannibal and what was their goal?

33. Describe Hannibal’s daring winter march.

34. What finally brought Hannibal home to Carthage?

35. What was the result of the Second Punic War? What effect did it have on Rome?

36. How long did the Third Punic War last? What was the result for Carthage?

37. Describe how Rome organized its vast and growing empire. 

38. What major problems existed with the organization of the empire?

39. Name three prizes of war for the Romans.

40. Define tribute:

41. Describe how the three prizes of war contributed to major problems in the Roman Empire.

Section 3: Decline of the Republic

42. Name two Roman “champions of the poor”:

43. What three major reforms did Gracchus and Gaius call for? What was the result of this call for reform?

44. Describe an essential change in the Roman army by 100 B.C.

45. Who took power in Rome in 88 B.C. and what did he do once in control?

46. What three major generals joined forces to create the First Triumvirate?

47. Which of the three died in battle in the East?

48. Describe how Caesar took control of the Roman Empire.

49. List reforms instituted by Caesar upon his return to Rome.

50. Name the calendar instituted by Julius Caesar.

51. Who plotted and carried out the execution of Julius Caesar?

52. Name the members of the Second Triumvirate.

53. Describe how Octavian finally secured himself the dictatorship over Mark Antony.

54. What title was conferred on Octavian after his return to Rome?

Section 4: The Roman Empire

55. Define Pax Romana:

56. Define imperator:

57. List the reforms of Augustus.

58. What effect did these reforms have?

59. Briefly describe the contributions/missteps of the following emperors who followed Augustus:

a. Tiberius:

b. Claudius:

c. Caligula:

d. Nero:

e. Trajan:

f. Hadrian:

g. Marcus Aurelius:

h. Commodus:

60. How did many citizens of Rome view the empire during the Pax Romana?

61. What was the approximate population of Rome during the Pax Romana?

62. Describe the typical diet of an ancient Roman citizen.

63. Why did trade flourish during the Pax Romana?

64. Was there a wide gap between rich and poor in ancient Rome? Explain.

65. Describe the plight of a slave during the Pax Romana.

66. What problems were created when the Roman Empire reached the limits of expansion?

67. Define devalued:

68. Define inflation:

