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Roman Women Internet Activity

Imperial Women

1. Explain why it is so much easier and historically valuable to study the women (and men) of Rome with the advent of the 1st Century B.C.

2. How did many 1st Century Romans view the increasing emancipation of their women?
3. Explain how men could benefit from discussing/praising certain women in public.

4. How did marriage, divorce and remarriage come to be used to the advantage of the upper class Roman families?

5. Why does Augustus attempt to encourage marriage, childbirth and short mourning periods for women through Roman Law? What is his purpose?
6. How did prolonged periods of warfare (both civil war and wars of conquest) impact the power of women in Roman society?

7. Are women citizens of Rome? Explain the status of women and their role (if any) in Roman political life.

8. Who was the first Empress to be deified (made into a god) after her death?
9. Give five examples of things women could do and power women could have in the later empire.

10. What happened just 20 years after the Vestal Virgins were outlawed by an increasingly powerful Christianity in Rome?

