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Roman Heritage Study Guide

Section 1: Greco-Roman Civilization

1. What did Romans do with thousands of statues shipped from Greece to Rome?

2. Define mosaics:

3. Describe two important advances in architecture made by the Romans.
4. Describe how Romans constructed their roads.

5. Define aqueducts:

6. Describe Ptolemy’s theory of the universe.

7. Briefly describe the accomplishments of each of the following:

Cicero:

Horace:

Virgil:

Livy:

Tacitus:

8. List four major parts of Roman law that we continue to use today in our courts.

Section 2: Rise of Christianity
9. Describe the religious climate which allowed the spread of Christianity throughout the Roman world.
10. Describe how Rome treated Jews during the Pax Romana.

11. Define messiah:

12. What happened to the Jewish state of Palestine in 66 A.D.?

13. What is the Greek word for messiah?

14. Who arrested Jesus and what happened to Jesus?

15. What were the parables?

16. Which faith does Christianity grow out of?

17. Who was Paul and what was he responsible for doing?

18. Why did Christianity arouse official persecution?

19. What was the effect of this persecution?

20. Define martyr:

21. Who and when was Christianity recognized by the Roman Empire?

22. List 4 major reasons for the appeal of Christianity in Ancient Rome.

23. Define hierarchy:

24. What was the effect of the Church’s hierarchy on women?

25. Define pope:

26. Name three important functions of the clergy in early Christian history.

Section 3: pp. 127-130

27. Explain the advice of Septimus Severus, “Make the soldiers rich and don’t worry about the rest.”
28. How many emperors were there between 234 A.D. and 284 A.D.?

29. Define coloni:

30. Explain why small farmers turned their land over to nobles.

31. Explain why Constantine chose to build a new capital far from Rome.

32. Why did many people in Diocletian’s empire lose the incentive to work hard?

Section 4: pp. 130-133

33. What was it about the Germanic tribes that impressed Tacitus?

34. Describe the structure of a Germanic tribe.

35. Name three major reasons why enormous numbers of Germanic peoples moved into Italy.

36. Who eventually sacked Rome?

37. Who sacked Rome in 455 A.D.?

38. Did Rome and Roman civilization collapse suddenly? Explain.

39. Where was the Eastern Empire located? What is the old name for this city? Check the map on page 86 of your textbook.

40. List 4 political causes for the decline of the Roman Empire.

41. List 4 social causes of the decline of the Roman Empire.

