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Renaissance and Reformation Study Guide
The Renaissance in Italy: pp. 410-417
1. Read Eyewitness to history. Explain what made Renaissance men like Vasari so impressive?

2. What does the word Renaissance mean?

3. Explain two major hallmarks of the Renaissance.

4. What did Renaissance thinkers first reawaken interest in which led to great cultural and creative achievements?
5. Define humanism:

6. What subjects are embodied in the humanities?

7. Describe the contributions of Francesco Petrarch.

8. Provide four major reasons why the Renaissance emerged in Italy?

9. Describe the political structure of Italy and that of individual Italian city-states.

10. Describe the accomplishments of each of the following:

Cosimo de’ Medici:

Lorenzo de’Medici:

11. Define patron:

12. In what three major areas did the Renaissance attain its glorious expression?
13. Define perspective:

14. What other techniques were used by painters to give their work energy and realism?

15. How were Renaissance architects different from those of the medieval (Gothic) period?

16. List two major contributions of Filippo Brunelleschi.

17. List two important paintings made by Leonardo da Vinci.

18. List several other areas da Vinci explored, studied and investigated.

19. List two important sculptures created by Michelangelo Buonarroti.

20. What was Michelangelo’s greatest painting project?
21. What was Michelangelo’s greatest architectural design?

22. What great work was painted by Raphael which included many of history’s greatest thinkers?

23. Who wrote The Book of the Ideal Courtier?

24. How was Machiavelli’s book, The Prince, seen in earlier times? How is it seen by government scholars today?

25. Read the Primary Source section on Machiavelli’s, The Prince. Explain why Machiavelli believes it is better for a prince to be feared than to be loved?

Section 2: The Renaissance in the North (pp. 418-422)
26. Who (possibly) invented the printing press with movable type and what three major changes did it bring about?

27. List subject matter and contributions of the following artists:

a. Jan van Eyck:

b. Pieter Bruegel:

c. Peter Paul Rubens:

28. What major innovation was Albrecht Durer responsible for?

29. Define engraving:

30. Define vernacular:

31. What did Erasmus publish and what did he call for?

32. What book did Sir Thomas More write and what was its subject matter?

33. Define utopian:

34. What was Rabelais’s view on the organized church?

35. How many plays did Shakespeare write and how many words did he add to the English language?

Section 3: The Protestant Reformation (pp. 423-433)
36. What had the Church become increasingly caught up in beginning in the late Middle Ages?
37. How did popes finance their lavish lifestyles during the Renaissance?

38. Define indulgences:

39. What two men began to attack the Church openly in Northern Europe?

40. Who triggered a full scale revolt against Church abuses?

41. What did Johann Tetzel promise to purchasers of indulgences in Germany?

42. What three major arguments were put forth by Luther in his 95 Theses?

43. What happened to Luther in 1521 and where was Luther summoned to appear by Charles V?
44. List three of Luther’s reforms (teachings).

45. Why did many princes in Germany adopt the Protestant religion?

46. How did Luther feel about the Peasants’ Revolt?

47. What did the Peace of Augsburg allow German princes to do?

48. Who was Ulrich Zwingli and what did he accomplish?

49. Who was John Calvin?

50. Define predestination:

51. What city asked Calvin to be its leader?

52. Define theocracy:

53. Provide some examples of the rules put in place by John Calvin in Geneva, Switzerland.
54. What impact did Calvin have on the rest of Europe?

Section 4: Reformation Ideas Spread (pp. 428-433)

55. Define sects:

56. What group rejected infant baptism?

57. What modern religious groups trace their roots back to the Anabaptists?

58. Why did Henry VIII break England away from the Catholic Church?

59. What did Sir Thomas More do in response to Henry taking over the church and what happened to him?

60. Define canonized:

61. What book outlined the basic practices of the Church of England?
62. What did Mary Tudor do once she inherited the throne of England?

63. Define compromise:

64. What impressive accomplishment in respect to religion was made by Queen Elizabeth?

65. Who led the Catholic Reformation?

66. What basic reforms would the Catholic Church adopt at the Council of Trent?

67. Who founded the Society of Jesus (Jesuits)?
68. What did Teresa of Avila do to help reform the Catholic Church?

69. What might have been some of the causes of witch hunts between 1450 and 1750?

70. Define ghetto:

71. Due to persecution, where did many Jews have to migrate?
