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Chapter 11 Study Guide: The Presidency (p. 297)

1. How do many U.S. citizens see the President?

2. What is the myth discussed by the book in this chapter?

3. Of what was Washington keenly aware as the first president?
4. What interpretation of executive power did Washington adopt?

5. Who was Washington’s right-hand man in Congress?

6. What three initial precedents did Washington set in his presidency?

7. What did Jefferson do without consulting Congress during his presidency?

8. What was especially notable about Jackson’s presidency?

9. How did Jackson style himself as president?

10. How did he use the presidential veto?

11. For the next 100 years after Jackson, what branch of government would be dominant?

12. Which president would expand U.S. territory and be the exception to the answer above? 
13. What did Lincoln demonstrate about the presidency during the Civil War?

14. What two presidents again threw off the yoke of the Congress in the early 1900s?

15. What president gave the presidency the power it now has?

16. How many major pieces of legislation were put into place in the first 100 days of FDR’s presidency?

17. What two presidents clearly illustrated that the presidency could have too much power?

18. How did Ford and Carter present themselves after the previous two presidents?

19. What successes and failures did Ronald Reagan have in the presidency?

20. What caused George H. W. Bush’s fall in popularity?

21. What major success did Clinton have with Congress?

22. What was his major failure?

23. How did George W. Bush respond to receiving fewer votes than all Gore but still winning the presidency?

24. What does the president symbolize to Americans and what type of activities are they often involved in?
25. What do presidents often do instead of managing the more than 3 million employees they have?

26. What limits do presidents have in appointing and removing employees?

27. How do you feel about the power presidents have to grand pardons and reprieves? Is this too much power?

28. What reason did President Ford use in his pardoning of Richard Nixon?

29. How many people did Clinton pardon in the last days of his administration? Why do you think he did this?

30. Define executive privilege:

31. What did the Supreme Court determine in United States v. Nixon regarding executive privilege?

32. Explain three ways in which George W. Bush has tried to use executive privilege in order to expand the power of the executive.

33. How is the power of the president limited when it comes to treaty making?
34. What fraction of the Senate must approve a treaty in order for it to pass?

35. Define executive agreements:

36. Why are presidents again limited in what they can do with executive agreements?

37. Define congressional-executive agreements:

38. Explain the “power of recognition” possessed by presidents.

39. What limits the president’s power of diplomatic appointments?

40. Although presidents do not have the ability to declare war, what have presidents routinely done since the time of Thomas Jefferson?

41. Why did presidents take over the power to make war during the Cold War period?

42. How much power do you believe presidents should have in the area of making war?
43. Does the president possess broad legislative powers as is commonly assumed?

44. What new importance has the “State of the Union” address taken on?
45. What is the president’s ultimate weapon?

46. Define pocket veto:

47. In practice, ______________ overrides few vetoes.

48. Define riders:

49. What do riders usually contain?

50. Define line-item veto:

51. What happened to the line-item veto?

52. Define impoundment:
53. How has impoundment been used traditionally by presidents?

54. Who comprise the president’s cabinet?

55. How many department heads are there currently by law?

56. What problems have presidents run into when using their cabinet as an advisory group?

57. Define executive order:

58. What is the primary function of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)?

59. How many members constitute the Council of Economic Advisers and what organization do they often end up competing with to influence economic policymaking?
60. What is the role of the National Security Council (NSC)?

61. What two different management styles have been used by presidents in the past and which has generally been the dominant one?

62. What is the only function given to the Vice President by the constitution?

63. What do presidents typically send their vice presidents to do?

64. Why have presidents typically not delegated much responsibility to their vice presidents?

65. What two modern presidents changed this practice by giving more responsibility to vice presidents?

66. What does the president need most to be effective?

67. What three primary resources do presidents have when dealing with Congress?
68. Presidents must retain the support of members of their own ____________ while gaining the support of as many members of the _________________ party as possible.

69. What must talented lobbyists of the president need to be in order to be successful with Congress?

70. How can presidents use public opinion to help them get their job done?

71. What are the drawbacks of “going public”?

72. What is the “honeymoon period”?

73. What generally happens toward the end of any president’s term in office and what does Paul Light call it?

