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Populism, Progressives and Labor Unions Study Guide

Populism (pp. 428-432)

1. What major question did many throughout the United States ask themselves after the Civil War?

2. What were many farmers in the United States suffering from after the Civil War?
3. What two factors caused this?

4. Who did farmers look to in order to solve these problems?

5. What are some positive impacts that come from tariffs?

6. What are some negative aspects of using tariffs?

7. Specifically, in what two ways were farmers hurt by American tariffs?

8. Who did farmers feel the government favored?

9. Why was the nation’s money supply shrinking after the Civil War?

10. Define deflation:
11. Who did deflation hurt?

12. Who did deflation help?

13. What did supporters of inflation push for?

14. What did Congress do in 1873? F.Y.I.—This would later be called “The Crime of 1873”.

15. Define/explain the term goldbug:

16. Define/explain the term silverite:

17. Define/explain the term greenbackers:

18. What did farmers focus on to increase the money supply in the United States?

19. Why had farmers struggled to unite and communicate before the late 1800s?
20. Define Grange:

21. What two things did the Grange help farmers do?

22. What group received the brunt of farmers’ anger?

23. What five themes were emphasized by the Farmer’s Alliance?

24. What events alienated farmers against the government during the late 1800s?

25. What Act did Grover Cleveland veto in 1887?
26. List 6 parts of the Populist platform:

27. What Populist idea was unique?
28. What two men ran for President during the 1896 election?
29. Why didn’t William Jennings Bryan and the Populists win the election?
30. What event made the free silver movement unnecessary?

The Great Strikes: A Turning Point in History (pp. 402-407)

31. What did the 1890 census reveal about American income?

32. Define Socialism:

33. What impact did Socialism’s appeal have on the nation’s discontented workers?

34. Why did employers dislike labor unions?

35. What impact did the depression of 1873 have on labor unions such as the National Labor Union?

36. What did the Knights of Labor hope to accomplish?
37. Who led the Knights of Labor union?

38. List three areas in employment focused on by the Knights of Labor.

39. Who led the American Federation of Labor (AFL)?

40. What strategy did the AFL undertake in its membership?

41. Why didn’t the AFL approve of female members to the organization?

42. What three issues were the bread-and-butter of unionism?

43. Define collective bargaining:

44. What were 4 major methods employers took to stop unions?

45. Why did railroad workers strike in 1877?

46. What would employers rely on from the time of the 1877 strike onwards?

47. How many strikes erupted in the nations industries between 1881 and 1900?

48. Where did a strike break out in 1886?

49. Define scabs:

50. Define anarchists:

51. How many policemen died when a bomb was thrown during the Haymarket Square strike?
52. How did many unionists view those hanged after Haymarket Square?

53. Who tried to cut wages for Carnegie Steel workers?

54. Who was called to break up the Homestead strike by Carnegie Steel?

55. What did George Pullman do for his workers?

56. What did Pullman refuse to do during the wage cuts and firings during the depression of 1893?

57. What did published court orders forbid during the Pullman Strike?

58. Who was jailed for six months after the Pullman Strike?

59. What official government policies limited the impact of strikes for over 30 years?
The Origins of Progressivism—pp. 522-526

60. What massive problems resulted from the rapid industrialization of the United States?

61. What did many educated middle- and upper-class men and women argue needed to happen in order to deal with these problems?

62. What did Henry George believe to be responsible for many problems in an industrializing society?

63. What was Henry George’s answer to this problem?

64. What did Henry Bellamy believe to be the answer to economic inequality?

65. What were municipal reformers apposed to in local governments and what was part of the solution to this problem?

66. Define home rule:

67. What movements all fed into the stream of ideas that would later become known progressivism?
68. To what extent did progressives welcome governmental interference in economic activity in the U.S.?

69. Give examples of social welfare programs proposed by the progressives.

70. Why was it so important for women to achieve suffrage (voting rights) according to progressives?
71. What two step method was used by Progressives to make change in society?

72. Define muckrakers:

73. What book did Upton Sinclair publish in 1906 and what was its impact?

74. Why did a public official refuse to enter a sweatshop in Chicago?
75. What was the White List?

76. ________________ “had probably the largest single share in shaping the social history of the United States”?

77.-81: Answer the questions about the cartoon below:

[image: image1.png]1. Who does this person represent?

3. To what extent do you think this is an
accurate portraygl of the Haymarket
Square situation? Why?

4, The events surrounding the Haymarket
Riot were a major failure for skilled and
unskilled American workers. Why?
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5. What lessons do you think future Union
; leaders learned from the events of the
t Haymarket Riot?
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