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Political Parties and Campaigns and Elections Study Guide

Chapter 6—Political Parties

1. How do most Americans feel about political parties?

2. How did the Founding Fathers view political parties?

3. What two misconceptions fuel American distrust of political parties?

4. What is the common myth running through this chapter?

What Parties Are and What They Do

5. Instead of being highly specific in ideology, what do the two major parties’ positions reflect?
6. Define political parties:

7. Define decentralization:

8. Explain how the United States differs from other countries when it comes to party organization.

9. Define party-as-organization:

10. Define party-in-the-electorate:

11. Define party-in-government:

Who Belongs to Major Parties and Why?
12. What percentage of the American people identify with one party or the other?

13. Provide a major reason why many Americans identify with and vote for one party over the other?

14. With what groups does the Democratic Party tend to be popular with?
15. With what groups does the Republican Party tend to be popular with?

16. What types of events are generally required to bring the two parties together in unity?

17. Define independents:

18. What are three events over the last 40 years have caused a general feeling that our political system is ineffective?

19. What is the basic task of political parties?

20. Which group (partisan or Independents) is more likely to vote in elections and why?

21. Define electoral coalitions:
22. Define platforms:

23. Define primaries:

24. How might one interested in running for a local office best begin this process?

25. How much control over Congressional members (whom it got elected) does a political party have?

26. Do political parties help to control conflict or increase it? Explain.
American-Style Politics: The Two-Party System

27. At what point in history was there a clear and obvious two-party system?
28. When did the modern Democratic Party develop?

29. At what time did the modern Republican Party come into existence?

30. Define party realignment:
31. What two situations can cause party realignment?

32. Define party dealignment:

33. Define single-member district/winner-take-all electoral system:
34. Define proportional representation:

35. Explain how the winner-take-all system encourages a two-party system.

36. List some of the differences within the U.S. that may have historically encouraged a two-party system.

37. How might a similarity of goals within America encourage a two-party system?

38. How have state laws contributed to a two-party system in the United States?

39. Discuss two major reasons why minor parties struggle in the U.S.

40. What important role do minor parties serve in the greater political landscape?

Chapter 7: Campaigns and Elections

41. In what ways is it more challenging to campaign today for office than it was in the 1800s?
42. What two beliefs of Americans do poll findings indicate which helps to explain low voter turnout?

43. What is the myth covered by this chapter and what is the truth refuting that myth?

Nominations: The Selection Process

44. What 3 major things motivate people to run for public office?

45. Define opportunity structure:

46. What must one secure before running for office in most elections?

47. Define caucus:

48. How do caucuses differ today from what they were many years ago?
49. Which caucus is the first in the presidential campaign cycle?

50. Define primary:

51. Define open primary:

52. Define closed primary:

53. Define partisan primary:

54. Define nonpartisan primary:

55. Define runoff primary:

56. Where is the first presidential primary held?

57. Why do states like Iowa and New Hampshire jealously guard their primaries and caucuses?

58. Define front-loading:

59. List 3 major benefits of the front-loading of primaries to candidates.

60. National party conventions no longer select their candidates. So what two major functions do these conventions still serve? 

61. What is the standard demographic of chosen party delegates?

62. What percentage of eligible voters turn out for primary elections?
63. Who have almost all the Democratic and Republican presidential nominees been in the past?

64. What groups now seem to have a chance to become nominated for president?

SKIP FORWARD TO: The Media and Campaigns: Are We Brainwashed?

65. What particular media vehicle are most campaigns designed around?
66. What do campaign managers try to maximize with regard to their candidates?

67. What are candidates encouraged to do in order to draw more attention from the media?

68. What do high-profile campaigns use in addition to free television coverage?

69. What role do local cable companies play in many campaign races?

70. Are media campaigns effective on marginal voters? Explain.

Campaigns and Political Parties

71. On what two things are candidates no longer dependent upon to jump-start their campaigns?

72. Define party-centered campaigns:

73. Define candidate-centered campaigns:

Voting and Elections

74. To whom have voting rights been extended over the past two centuries?
75. What barrier to voting was struck down by the Supreme Court in the 1960s?

76. What percentage of Americans can be counted upon to take part in presidential elections?

77. What percentage of Australians go to the polls?

78. Why might there be such a difference in America?

79. What seems to be the key to voter turnout in the U.S.?

80. Which groups vote more:

a. Old or young?

b. Male or female?

81. What fairly recent historical events may have influenced voter apathy?

82. What is your opinion on this question: Should we be concerned about low voter turnout? Why or why not?

83. Briefly mention how each of these factors influence voter choice:

a. Issues:

b. Candidate Image:

c. Party Identification:

d. Retrospective voting (define this as well):
e. Group Support:

The Electoral College

84. Define electoral college:

85. How many electoral votes does North Dakota have? Explain why.

86. When Americans cast their vote for president, who are they voting for?

87. What determines how someone becomes an elector?

88. What two major problems are inherent in the current Electoral College system?

89. Where, geographically do candidates focus the majority of attention during an election?

Promises, Promises: The Link Between Campaigns and Public Policy

90. How successful have recent Presidents been at fulfilling campaign promises?

91. Provide three possible reasons why a President may be unsuccessful in fulfilling his promises.

