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Constitution and Early Republic Study Guide (p. 128)

Chapter 5, Section 1: Government by the States

1. What great act did George Washington perform after the British left the USA?
2. George Washington was offered and could have potentially claimed a kingship of the USA at the end of the Revolutionary War. Does his “great act” impress you even more after knowing this fact? Explain.

3. How did the white men in the Congress think of themselves? 
4. Define confederation:

5. Define Articles of Confederation:

6. Define each of the following parts of the Continental Congress:
a. legislative branch:

b. executive branch:

c. judicial branch:

7. How many votes did each state have in Congress?

8. How many votes out of 13 were required to pass any measure dealing with money or to change the articles?

9. What serious disadvantage did Congress have under the Articles of Confederation?

10. What did Thomas Jefferson say should happen to Congress after they met?

11. What did most of the individual states have that were far more important than the Articles or Congress?

12. What radical innovation did Pennsylvania have in their Constitution of 1776?

13. Define bicameral legislature:

14. How could “power to the people” be seen as negative by many critics?
15. Define nationalists:

16. What major criticism do historians have for nationalists like Washington, Franklin, Madison and Hamilton?

17. What ancient culture did nationalists see as guiding their actions in America?

18. How many states sent representatives to revise the Articles of Confederation in 1786?

19. What major problem did Massachusetts have in the 1780s?

20. Define specie:

21. Why did Americans participate in Shay’s Rebellion?

22. Why did Congress simply have to sit helplessly and watch Shay’s Rebellion?
23. Describe the significance of Shay’s Rebellion to both of these groups:

a. rebels:

b. Nationalists:

24. What did Shay’s Rebellion convince many educated, prominent Americans of?

Chapter 5, Section 2: The Constitutional Convention

25. Which words may be the most important part of the preamble of the Constitution? Why?
26. What was the purpose of the Constitutional Convention of 1787?
27. Who is James Madison?

28. By what moniker is James Madison known?

29. What did Madison think motivated human beings?

30. Why were the delegates meeting in secrecy?

31. What provisions did the Virginia Plan have for a national legislature?

32. Define veto:

33. What provisions did the New Jersey Plan have?

34. Explain the provisions of the Great Compromise.

35. Explain the Three-fifths Compromise.

36. Explain “separation of powers”.

37. What is so ingenious about the system of checks and balances?

38. Explain how the Electoral College works.

39. What enormous powers does the President possess?

40. How are judges appointed and approved for the Supreme Court?

41. In section 3, the Constitution is eventually ratified (approved) by the states, but not before a Bill of Rights and other measures protecting the rights of the states and individuals were put in place. Why do you think these measures so important to state delegates?
Chapter 6, Section 3: The Jeffersonian Administration (skip to p. 168)

42. How did Jefferson view himself as President?
43. What was Jefferson’s goal as President?

44. What strange event happened in the summer of 1804?

45. What power or role did the case of Marbury v. Madison eventually lead the Supreme Court to claim?

46. Define judicial review:

47. What two things did the Louisiana Purchase do to and for the United States?
48. What treaty ended in 1805 and what country did it favor?

49. How did Jefferson react to French and British ships attacking and boarding American vessels?

50. What impact did the Embargo of 1807 have on Europe?

51. How did the embargo impact the memory and Presidency of Jefferson?

Chapter 6, Section 5: War, Panic, and Uneasy Compromise (skip to p. 179)
52. Why did the U.S. declare war on Britain in June, 1812?

53. What two groups would the U.S. have to fight in the war?

54. What two future presidents won victories on U.S. soil during the War of 1812?
55. How did Britain gradually strangle the trade of the United States?

56. Who fled the U.S. Capitol when 4,000 British troops descended on Washington, D.C.?

57. Where was the Treaty of Ghent signed and what were its provisions?

58. What was the result of the Battle of New Orleans and who was its hero?

59. What effect did the post-war boom and credit from the Second Bank of the United States have on U.S. expansion?
60. Describe the depression known as the Panic of 1819. How did it happen?

61. What were the provisions of the Missouri Compromise?
