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Chapter 1: Myth and Reality in American Politics Study Guide

1. What one emotion remained well after the attack of September 11, 2001?

2. What new government department was created in reaction to 9/11?

3. Give two historical examples which help explain America’s paranoia and sense of  vulnerability?

4. Define governance:

5. Define myths:
6. Why do we create myths? What purpose do they serve for us? Give five of these purposes:

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

7. Explain the “Vietnam Myth?
8. Explain the special interest myth?

9. Define government:

10. Define politics:

11. What role has government played in local economies since the beginning of U.S. History?

12. What types of events/problems keep increasing the role of government in the U.S.? Give two examples.

13. Define authority:
14. According to Aristotle, what is the “right” form of government?

15. Why did Aristotle fear democracy?

16. Define democracy:

17. Define republic (representative democracy):

18. Define initiative and referendum:

19. Define power:

20. Define each of the following:

a. majoritarian view of power:

b. elitist view of power:

c. pluralist view of power:

21. On what three levels of government is power shared in the U.S.?
22. Define ideologies:

23. How are differences in ideologies and competing forms of ideology often expressed in democratic nations?

24. What two central questions dominate the American ideological landscape?

25. Define each of the following ideologies:

a. liberalism

b. conservativism

c. populism:

d. libertarianism:

26. What two growing ideological areas mark a shift in the long dominant political ideologies of the U.S.?
