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Chapter 4—The Heritage of Rights and Liberties Study Guide

1. Read the first paragraph of the chapter. What common misconception does the interview with the Legionnaire illustrate?

2. Define civil liberties:

3. Define civil rights:

4. What two myths are focused on in this chapter?

5. What does the Bill of Rights (first 10 amendments) constitute?

6. Define selective incorporation:

7. Why has the freedom of speech often been the target of government regulation?
8. What example is given by the book as a limit to free speech?

9. Define “clear and present danger test”:

10. Define “bad tendency test”

11. Define “preferred freedoms test”:

12. During what decade was the freedom of speech given more protection and why?
13. What kind of speech is flag burning?

14. Is flag burning currently illegal? Do you believe flag burning should be illegal? Why or why not?

15. Under what circumstances did the Supreme Court uphold limits on free speech in 1994?

16. How does the Court view a person’s right not to engage in symbolic speech or action based on the 1943 ruling?

17. Define prior restraint:

18. What has been the Court’s general position on prior restraint?

19. Define libel:

20. Define slander:

21. What (two-word description) must be proven to win a libel or slander suit?
22. Why is it so difficult to determine a definition of obscenity?

23. What are the two main interpretations of the establishment clause regarding religion?
24. What is the consistent stance of the Supreme Court on the issue of religion and what two questions is it usually focused on?

25. What was the 2002 Supreme Court decision relating to aid to religious schools?

26. What was the main issue in the 2002 Newdow v. Congress case?
27. Provide two examples of the Supreme Court making a distinction between belief and action relating to the free exercise of religion.

28. What does the 5th Amendment guarantee?

29. What does the 6th Amendment guarantee?

30. List the three provisions of the Miranda rights:

31. What does the Fourth Amendment protect against?
32. Define search warrant:

33. Define exclusionary rule:

34. What does the 8th Amendment protect against?

35. Do you think the death penalty should be abolished under the 8th Amendment description? Why or why not?

36. What court case extended the right to privacy to cover abortions?
37. Does the Constitution ban doctor assisted suicide?
38. Explain what each of the following was supposed to do:
a. Thirteenth Amendment:

b. Fourteenth Amendment:

c. Fifteenth Amendment:

39. After the Civil War, great gains were made to secure rights for African Americans. Describe how each of the following reversed these gains.

a. 1883 decision by the Supreme Court

b. Plessy v. Ferguson

c. Jim Crow laws

40. What organization, founded in 1909, worked to end segregation?

41. Explain how each of the following helped undo segregation:

a. Legal Defense Fund court battles

b. Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka

c. Brown II

d. Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas.

e. University of Mississippi

f. Rosa Parks and Bus Boycott

g. Civil Rights Act of 1964

h. Voting Rights Act of 1965

42. What rights were denied to women for most of the history of the United States?

43. Where and when was the first women’s rights meeting held?

44. How and when was the right to vote finally secured for women?

45. Explain the Court’s longstanding policy of supporting “paternalism”. What is paternalism?

46. In what economic way are women discriminated against every day in America?

47. In 1986, what was deemed by the Supreme Court to constitute harassment in the workplace?

48. Currently, there is pressure on Obama to get rid of the “don’t ask, don’t tell policy” put in place by Clinton. What is the don’t ask, don’t tell policy? 

49. Why was the Defense of Marriage Act signed in 1996 and what was it trying to do?

50. Should homosexuals be protected under the 14th Amendment?
51. How did the Supreme Court rule on Pyler v. Doe? Do you agree with their ruling? Why or why not?
52. Define affirmative action:

