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The Crash and Great Depression Study Guide

The Stock Market Crash pp. 614-617

1. Define Dow Jones Industrial average:

2. How did business and political leaders handle initial stock market drops?
3. What is October 29, 1929 known as?

4. As the stock market slide got steeper, what did it do?

5. In 1929, about _______ million people, out of a population of ______ million, had invested in the stock market.

6. Explain why millions of Americans who never owned stock heavily impacted by the Crash?

7. Describe the change in the GNP (Gross National Product) between 1929 and 1933.

8. How did the depression effect farm prices?

9. By 1933, how many savings accounts had vanished from bank closings?
10. How did the depression affect the global economy?

11. How were most stocks purchased in the 1920s?

12. Define collateral:

13. On what were most stock purchases based?

14. Define Federal Reserve System:

15. What two major mistakes did the government make in its monetary policy?

16. Explain how these three areas contributed to an unstable economy:
a. National wealth distribution:

b. Industrial goods production:

c. Farmers and laborers (workers):

Read The Black Blizzards on pages 618-619 and answer the following:

17. What caused the black blizzards of the 1930s?

18. a. What features and climate make the Great Plains a good farming region?

b. What features make it a poor farming region?

19. What might the farmers of the Great Plains do to prevent another Dust Bowl?

Section 5: The Election of 1932: A Turning Point in History pp. 629-633

20. What did President Hoover blame the Depression on?

21. Herbert Hoover had always been successful in his political and professional life. How might this have impacted the way he handled the Depression?

22. How did Hoover try to create jobs?

23. Define Hawley-Smoot tariff:

24. Define Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC):

25. How did the RFC backfire on Hoover and the government?

26. What photograph published in the newspaper upset people during the Depression?

27. Who was John Maynard Keynes and what was his theory?

28. Who made up the ranks of the Bonus Army and what did they want?

29. What did Hoover do when they refused to leave Washington?
30. What did Franklin Delano Roosevelt pledge to the American people?

31. What major contributions did Eleanor Roosevelt make during the 1920s to the public good?

32. Unlike Hoover, what was FDR prepared to do?

33. What was the result of the 1932 election?

Forging a New Deal: pp. 640-646

34. How did the Roosevelts handle the second Bonus March on Washington?
35. What did FDR do in the first hundred days of his administration?
36. What did the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) insure?

37. Define public works programs:

38. List the activities of each of the following new organizations:

a. Civil Works Administration (CWA):

b. Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC):

c. National Recovery Administration (NRA):

d. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC):

e. Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA):

f. Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA):

39. Who was the first female cabinet head?

40. Provide an example of an act that Eleanor Roosevelt took which embarrassed her husband.

41. Explain the activities of the “Second New Deal” organizations:

a. Works Progress Administration (WPA):

b. Farm Security Administration (FSA):

42. Who did the Social Security Act help?

43. What was the result of the election of 1936?
