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Chapter 18, Section 1: On the Eve of Revolution (pp. 572-577)

1. How did nobles view the riots and economic problems in France just before the Revolution?

2. Define ancien régime:

3. Define estates:

4. List the three estates and who belonged to each.

5. What privileges did the first estate claim and how much land in France did it own?

6. What social services did the first estate provide to France?

7. What jobs did some nobles (second estate) have in France?

8. Explain how the nobles felt about the absolute power of the king of France and what they were now afraid of?
9. Define bourgeoisie:

10. What types of jobs did the bourgeoisie have?

11. What two major groups of peasants can be seen in the third estate?

12. What was the poorest group in the third estate?

13. Why did the bourgeoisie engender hatred and resentment from the urban poor?

14. What major burden did the peasants have to bear?

15. Define corvée:

16. Define deficit spending:

17. In order to pay its debt, what two things did France have to do?

18. What traits made Louis XV and Louis XVI the wrong people to solve France’s problems?

19. What three major things did Jacques Necker try to do to solve the economic problems?

20. What did the nobles demand Louis XVI summon during the crisis and what did they hope would happen as a result of this?
21. Define cahiers:

22. What part of the Third Estate could vote in the Estates-General?

23. What problem created a deadlock in the functioning of the Estates-General?

24. What did the Third Estate proclaim itself to be and what did the king do in response to this declaration?

25. What did the Tennis Court Oath declare and what did Louis XVI do in response to this?

26. Define Bastille:

27. What did a mob of Parisians find after breaking into the Bastille to take gunpowder and free prisoners?

28. How do the French celebrate Bastille Day every year?

Chapter 18, Section 2: The French Revolution Unfolds (pp. 578-583)

29. What two major phases did the French Revolution go through?

30. What percentage of their income did even people with jobs have to spend on bread during the famine of 1789?
31. On whom did the peasants of the countryside vent their anger about the imposition of medieval feudal dues?

32. Define factions:

33. Who led the newly formed National Guard against the forces of the king and to protect middle class property in Pars?

34. What colors did the Guard wear?

35. What kinds of activities were encouraged and orchestrated by the radical Paris Commune?

36. What amazing thing happened in the famous August 4th night meeting of the National Assembly?
37. What was the National Assembly’s Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen modeled on?

38. What major message did the Declaration of Man contain regarding the rights of man?

39. What became the slogan of the Revolution?

40. What happened to Olympe de Gouges when she dared to insist that women should have the same rights as men?

41. What continued at Versailles even after the Declaration had been signed?

42. Who led a march on Versailles on October 5th from Paris (taking canon with them) and who was their primary target?

43. What was Louis XVI forced to wear on the way back to the Tuileries palace?

44. How did the National Assembly propose to pay the enormous debt accumulated by France?

45. Explain the changes to the Church that the Civil Constitution of the Clergy put in place.

46. What impact did the Civil Constitution of the Clergy have on the political and social fabric of France?

47. What kind of government did the Constitution of 1791 put in place for France?

48. What powers were given to the Legislative Assembly in France?

49. What did Louis’ attempt to escape from France mean to many?

50. How did other European rulers and nobles feel about the French Revolution?

51. Define émigrés:

52. How did the new government in France respond to outside threats and documents like the Declaration of Pilnitz?
53. Define sans-culottes:

54. Define republic:

55. Define Jacobins:

56. How did radicals in the French legislature respond to perceived external threats to their power?

Section 3: Radical Days of the Revolution (pp. 585-590)

57. List two dismal news items read by French citizens in Paris during the radical days of the Revolution.

58. Why were about 1,200 prisoners slaughtered by attacking mobs in prisons during the “September Massacres” on August 10, 1792?

59. Define suffrage:
60. Who was given the right to vote by the newly elected radical National Convention?

61. What two things did the National Convention abolish?

62. What to people were executed by the National Convention shortly after taking control?

63. List four major dangers were faced by the National Convention government in early 1793.

64. What two major things did the newly created 12 member Committee of Public Safety do to stop these threats to the Revolution?
65. Who led the Committee of Public Safety and what was his nickname?
66. What primary technique did Robespierre believe needed to be used in order to save the Revolution?

67. Read “Biography” on the sidebar to the right. What in his early life might have influenced Robespierre’s political ideas?

68. How many people were arrested during the Reign of Terror and how many were executed via guillotine?

69. Define guillotine:

70. What happened to those who initiated the Terror?

71. What did the new Constitution of 1795 set up?

72. What weaknesses did the Directory government in France have (in other words, why was it so unpopular and disliked)?
73. What was the only title used to address people after the Revolution?

74. Define nationalism:

75. How did the French celebrate the Revolution and their national identity?

76. What would become the French national anthem?

77. List three beneficial social reforms which came about because of the Revolution.
