Name___________________________

Forgotten Women Worksheet

1. Describe how historians have gone about trying to uncover the lost history of everyday Roman women.
2. What was the good side of being a poor Roman woman?

3. List 4 bad or difficult things related to being a poor Roman woman?

4. Describe the meaning and role of the proletarii.

5. How could a female slave become a freedwoman?

6. What was it that increased the relative prosperity of Rome, both for lower class women and female slaves?

7. List 11 possible jobs (vocations) for working women in Rome.

8. Read the Egypt law record relating to the death of a prostitute. What do you find most sad about it?

9. How could a small tradesman and his wife survive a financial disaster?

10. Define insulae:

11. How were slave women expected to act and perform in the household (read the quote by Cato)?

12. What was the trend in farming as the empire expanded?

13. Were Roman slaveholders inclined to be racists?
14. What does the quote by Juvenal reveal about the life of a slave in any given household?
15. Read the story of Antonia Caenis. Why does it seem so unlikely to us that a slave could become a wealthy, fee businesswoman?
