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Enlightenment Study Guide

Philosophy in the Age of Reason: Chapter 17, Section 1 (pp. 544-549)

1. What positive outlook did European thinkers have in the early 1700s?
2. What did Edward Jenner develop which lent validity to the positive outlook of Europeans in the 1700s?

3. Define natural law:

4. What book did Hobbes write and what did he say about the nature of human beings?

5. Define social contract:

6. What did Hobbes believe to be necessary to have an orderly society?

7. How did John Locke view the nature of human beings and what famous book did he write?
8. Define natural rights:

9. What did Locke say people had the right to do if their natural rights were violated?

10. Define philosophes:

11. What idea did Montesquieu advance and what famous work did he publish?

12. Describe how Montesquieu believed government should be structured.

13. Who and what did Voltaire target in his writings?

14. What was Diderot’s great literary achievement?

15. How many copies did Diderot’s work sell and what was its impact on Europe and the Americas?

16. How did Rousseau view the nature of human beings?

17. How did Rousseau believe humans were affected by society and what radical ideas did he recommend?

18. What book did Rousseau publish in 1762 and what did he believe should be put above individual interests?

19. How did many philosophes view the rights of women?

20. What did Mary Wollstonecraft call for in her book, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman?
21. Define physiocrats:

22. What prominent economic idea did physiocrats reject?

23. Define laissez-faire:

24. What did Adam Smith argue in The Wealth of Nations?

25. What did Smith believe the role of government to be?

Enlightenment Ideas Spread: Chapter 17, Section 2 (pp. 550-556)

26. In addition to Diderot, what did many educated people around Europe read?
27. What should a just society ensure for people living in it according to Enlightenment thought?

28. Define censorship:

29. List two works of fiction in which Montesquieu and Voltaire disguised their ideas to avoid censorship.

30. Define salons:

31. Who was the most famous of the women who held salons in Paris?

32. Define and describe the baroque style of art:

33. Define and describe the rococo style of art:
34. Briefly explain the works/music of each of the following:

a. Johann Sebastian Bach:

b. George Frideric Handel:

c. Franz Joseph Haydn:

d. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart:

35. What new form of writing took shape during the Enlightenment? List two of the most famous of these.

36. Define enlightened despots:

37. How did Frederick the Great rule Prussia and how did he see his role in the state?

38. List four reforms driven by Enlightenment thought that Frederick the Great put in place in Prussia.

39. With whom did Catherine the Great correspond through letters?

40. Why is Hapsburg, Maria Theresa, considered and Enlightened monarch?

41. How did Joseph II try to learn about the problems of his subjects?

42. List 5 reforms of Austrian Hapsburg Joseph II.

43. In what ways did Enlightenment ideas start to impact the average person living in Europe by the late 1700s? 
