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Courts, Judges, and the Law Study Guide (p. 371)
1. What is unique about the United States when it comes to the court system?


2. What two myths are discussed in this chapter?



3. Define civil actions:


4. Define criminal law:


5. Which courts most effect the average citizen of the United States?


6. Define trial courts:


7. Define original jurisdiction:


8. What do a high percentage of defendants enter into in criminal cases?



9. Define appellate courts:


10. What is the only court created by the Constitution?


11. How many U.S. district courts are distributed among the fifty states and how many judicial positions are there?


12. What percent of cases in district courts are appealed to a higher court?


13. Define circuit courts:
14. How many U.S. court of appeals are there?


15. What determines the number of judges assigned to a circuit?


16. How is the number of Supreme Court justices determined?


17. What did the Judiciary Act of 1925 allow for?



18. Define writ of certiorari:


19. Define appeal:


20. What is the “rule of four”



21. What does the ability for the Supreme Court to screen court cases they review allow for them to do?



22. What is the primary purpose of specialized courts?




23. Nearly every state has one court that ___________________ the decisions of all other courts.

24. Define limited jurisdiction:



25. Define general jurisdiction:



26. It is common for a plaintiff to ________________ _____________________ for a court, hoping to find one that will be favorable to his or her side.

27. How do judges get their jobs and what training is required of them?



28. What is the reality of the situation when it comes to judges?



29. Explain the process of Supreme Court judge selection.



30. How can a president advance his or her agenda and politicize the policy of judge selection? 
Provide an example from the book.


31. Who really, in practice, nominates judges for federal district courts?


32. What often guides the hand of the president when making appointments to the court of appeals?


33. What was the impact of the Clarence Thomas confirmation hearings on the nation and senators which was broadcast live on television and radio?



34. Why are Supreme Court nominations such an important process and so carefully considered by presidents?




35. What is so unpredictable about the process of choosing court justices for presidents?



36. What opportunity is afforded presidents in the nomination process regarding constituent groups and what two examples are given by the book?
37. List five common characteristics of federal judges.





38. What percentage of judges chosen by Presidents end up being from the president’s own political party?

39. Why is removing a federal judge so difficult?




40. What has Congress turned to in order to get judges past their prime to step down?


41. How long are ordinary cases allotted for argument before the Supreme Court?


42. Define briefs:


43. What does the court expect attorneys to do and not do during the presentation of a case?


44. Define amicus curiae:


45. What percentage of cases requesting the review of the Supreme Court are denied without any discussion?



46. Critical Thinking: Why is the power to appoint the opinion writer important?



47. Define concurring opinions:


48. Define dissenting opinions:


49. Why is it sometimes very difficult and time consuming to write an opinion?



50. Define judicial review:

51. What court case granted the Supreme Court the right to determine constitutionality?


52. Who wrote the opinion in the case which established judicial review?


53. Why do many criticize the power of judicial review in the Supreme Court? What is it about it that they see as un-American?




54. Define judicial restraint:


55. Define judicial activism:


56. Do you favor judicial restraint or judicial activism and why?




57. What are the two main arguments regarding judicial interpretation of the Constitution? Which do you favor and why?




58. Why is it that the court’s decision is simply the beginning of a long process of implementation?




59. What does the Supreme Court try to get other courts to do with respect to “compliance”?


60. Why is compliance so difficult for lower courts to practice or the Supreme Court to implement? Provide at least three major barriers to compliance.






61. How can Congress significantly affect implementation of Court policy? Provide two examples.






62. How can the President affect implementation of Court policy? Provide three examples.
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