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Chapter 2: Constitutional Foundations Study Guide (p. 22)

1. On what major issue did Madison and Jefferson disagree?

2. What dilemma is inherent in any viable constitutional system?

3. With which of the two men do you most agree regarding ongoing changes in the Constitution?

4. What is the myth on which this chapter is focused?

5. What is the purpose of a constitution?
6. Define Articles of Confederation:

7. What was the young US Government powerless to do under the Articles of Confederation?

8. Give three examples of problems or challenges faced by the young US Government.

9. Describe the various demographical (jobs, sex, race) characteristics of the “founding fathers”?

10. What two internationally known figures were at the Philadelphia convention meeting?

11. How did Benjamin Franklin feel about the constitution once it was completed?
12. By what other system did the framers rely on heavily during the framing of the constitution?
13. Define feudalism:

14. Define charter:

15. What is the Magna Carta?

16. What great principle did the Magna Carta stand for?

17. Define common law:

18. What two important constitutional principles were contributed by common law?

19. List three major statutes (acts of Parliament) which shaped the British constitutional tradition.

20. Define Mayflower Compact:

21. What three branches of government did a typical American colony have?

22. From what tradition did a contract among members of a society come?

23. Interestingly, although the book is quick to point out that our government stems from a Judeo-Christian tradition, it fails to even mention the impact of Ancient Rome and its governmental system. It is very clear that when both the British government and the framers of the constitution decided to set up their new government, they wanted to emulate the longest running and most successful government in history (the Romans). The Roman Republic had a separate executive branch (consuls), two houses of Congress (plebeians and patricians) and a published law code with appointed judges (later to evolve into Justinian’s Code—which was the basis of all Western European law). Why do you think it might be that all of this is ignored by the book?

24. What was the dominant idea of the Enlightenment?

25. Briefly discuss the basic contributions of each of the following Enlightenment figures:

a. Thomas Hobbes:

b. John Locke:

c. Charles de Montesquieu:

d. Jean-Jacques Rousseau:

26. Define popular sovereignty:

27. Who wrote Common Sense?

28. Why did Britain’s policy toward the colonies change in the 1760s?

29. List two important events which led to outright rebellion by the colonials.

30. What steps did the Continental Congress take which launched the American Revolution?

31. Define Declaration of Independence:

32. Define legitimacy:

33. Why are the words “We the People” so important to the Constitution and what were the words used in the Articles of Confederation?

34. Where did power rest in the Articles of Confederation?

35. Where did it rest in the Constitution of the US?

36. Define confederation:

37. Define unitary system:

38. Define federation:

39. Define bicameral:
40. Define unicameral:

41. What problem existed in the Virginia Plan?

42. Define Great Compromise:

43. Define electoral college:

44. What major flaw with the electoral college has come up over and over again in elections?

45. List six powers that were “delegated power” given to the federal government. 
46. Define delegated power:

47. Define concurrent powers:

48. Define necessary and proper clause:

49. Define implied powers:

50. Define reserved powers:
51. What three things must any government have the power to do?

52. Define writ of habeas corpus:

53. What’s the most famous example of the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus in American history?

54. Define bill of attainder:

55. Define ex post facto law:

56. Define Bill of Rights:

57. Define full faith and credit:

58. Define privileges and immunities:

59. Define supremacy clause:

60. Briefly explain each of the four different ways an amendment to the constitution may be made:
1. 

2.

3.

4.

61. How many times has the constitution been successfully amended since the Bill of Rights was passed?

62. In what four ways can constitutions be changed?
63. Define constitutional interpretation:

64. Define Constitutional construction:

65. What do those who adhere to the myth of a living constitution credit the framers with creating (beyond just the machinery of government)?

66. Define copyright:

67. Where do those who argue against the “living constitution” approach claim that the value of the constitution lies?
68. On what basic principles do various viewpoints of the Constitutional system believe are central to any understanding of our government?

69. Define rule of law:

70. Why is the concept of “rule of law” so important even today?
71. Define republicanism:

72. Why did the framers choose this over direct democracy?

73. Define Federalist Papers and list the three main authors of them:

74. How did Madison define “faction”?

75. Why did Madison want brief terms of office for senators and representatives?

76. Define separation of powers:

77. How did the framers feel about efficiency in government?

78. Define checks and balances:

79. Define veto:

80. What does a “line item veto” allow for? Can a president use it?

81. Define “signing statements”:

82. Define congressional authorization:
83. What trend has the Congress been following for the last few decades relating to congressional authorization and the White House?

84. Define confirmation:

85. Define treaty ratification:

86. Define appropriation of funds:

87. Define impeachment:

88. If an official or president is impeached, does that mean he/she has been removed from office? Explain.
89. Define judicial review:

90. In what case was judicial review established?

91. Define national supremacy:

92. List and define the three different views of the Constitution:

1.

2.

3.

93. Define originalism:

94. Define textualism:

95. What is the third perspective of constitutional interpretation?
96. Although many want to overhaul the constitution, others have something called _________________   _________________.

