Name ____________________
Chapter 10: Congress Study Guide

1. Although it was clear in 2002 (and far more so today) that more regulation of the financial industry (and others) was necessary, what general impression of Congress is held by the leaders of industry and often the American people as a whole?

2. What is the primary myth surrounding Congress which does this complex institution a disservice?

3. What two primary (and often contradictory) interests do members of Congress have to balance?
4. What was Congress designed to do?

5. What was never the goal in creating Congress?

6. What is the typical background of a member of Congress in America?

7. How many blacks served in Congress between 1900 and 1928?
8. What percentage of House incumbents seeking reelection have been victorious since 1946? What about Senators?

9. Why do many Congressmen not seek reelection?
10. How often are House seats redistributed and districts redrawn? What causes this redistricting?

11. Define gerrymandering:

12. Define franking privilege:

13. Define pork-barrel legislation:

14. Define home style:

15. What do challengers generally have to do in order to beat an incumbent?

16. What roadblock did various states run into when trying to set term limits for members of Congress?
17. What clause in the Constitution allowed Congress to legislate nearly every aspect of American life?

18. Where do bills that levy taxes begin and where can they be amended?

19. What has Congress been trying to do with the budget over the last 30 years?

20. Define entitlements:

21. Define First Concurrent Budge Resolution:

22. Explain what the Budget Enforcement Act of 1990 did.
23. What great accomplishment was made in fiscal year 1999?

24. What rapidly caused the end of budget surpluses and a return to deficit spending in 2001?
25. Define casework:

26. Why do members of Congress continue to do casework?

27. What responsibility does Congress have beyond passing the laws?

28. In what more dramatic way can Congress conduct oversight?
29. Define legislative veto:

30. Define bicameral:

31. According to George Washington, why was a second house of Congress put in place?

32. What is the net impact of having two houses of Congress with different rules, terms, politics and internal dynamics?

33. Define Speaker of the House:

34. Why is the Speaker the most powerful position in the Congress?

35. Define majority leader:

36. Define minority leader:

37. Define party whips:

38. Who is the president of the Senate and what is his/her role?
39. How have Congressional committees changed in more recent times?

40. Define standing committees:

41. Define select (special) committees:

42. Define joint committees:

43. Define conference committees:

44. How are issues settled over the size and makeup of committees?

45. How do the individual goals of members of Congress often influence committee assignments?

46. Define seniority system:
47. What caused a change in the seniority system in committees?

48. What problems have nonofficial groups caused in the committee system?
49. Describe the impact and activities of Congressional staffers in recent times.

50. What problem has the addition of thousands of staffers to Congress created?

51. Who has the right to introduce legislation?
52. What happens to proposed legislation after it is put in the “hopper”?

53. Where is the final resting place for the majority of bills?

54. What two things may happen after the bill reaches the full committee?

55. Where does a bill go after being approved in the House?
56. Where does a bill go after being approved in the Senate?

57. How do the House and Senate differ with respect to their debating practices?

58. Define filibuster:

59. Define cloture:

60. What must happen before a bill can be sent to the president to approve or veto?

61. What do the complex rules and multiple points of power ensure regarding the legislative system as designed by the founders?

62. By what ratio do Congressional members support their party’s positions?
63. What ensures a certain level of constituent influence on the way members vote on issues?

64. How do members of Congress acquire enough information to vote effectively and still deal with the enormous workload and time constraints of their office?

