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The Cold War and American Society

Origins of the Cold War (pp. 718-721)

1. Define cold war:

2. What was supposed to have been included in the government of Poland after WWII?

3. What did the Soviet Union blame the United States for doing (or not doing) during the war?

4. Why did the Soviets resent the U.S. development of the atomic bomb?

5. Who was Time magazine’s “man of the year” in 1940?

6. Explain the primary difference between the ideologies of the United States and the Soviets.

7. Define proletariat:
8. Define totalitarian:

9. How many people did the Soviet Union lose in World War II?

10. What did the Soviets want along their borders after World War II?

11. How did the Stalin respond to U.S. criticism over Poland?

12. What did opinion polls of Americans and British show in the late 1940s?

13. What frightening book was published in 1949 which commented on the Soviet system?

14. Who made an important speech in Missouri which led to the declaration of the Cold War?
15. Define iron curtain:
The Cold War in Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America (pp. 728-732)

16. What two major foreign policy objectives did the United States try hard to balance?
17. Define 38th parallel:

18. What did both powers do in Korea after the end of World War II?

19. Who attacked whom in Korea first and how did the United States initially address the aggressive act?

20. Who led U.S. forces which pushed deep into North Korea?

21. Why were U.S. forces pushed back into South Korea?

22. What did Douglas MacArthur wish to do with China and what happened when Harry Truman disagreed with him?

23. What was the end result of the war in Korea and how many U.S. troops had been killed?

24. Who was Ho Chi Minh and what was his goal?

25. Why did the United States get involved in Indochina?

26. Define domino theory:

27. Where did an international conference in Geneva place the dividing line for Vietnam temporarily?

28. Where did the threat of vigorous military action stop the Soviet Union from invading?

29. What state was created in 1948 by the United Nations?

30. Who overthrew a longstanding dictatorial regime in Cuba in 1959 and to whom did he turn to for economic and military support?

The Cold War in the United States (pp. 733-737)

31. What happened to Communist Party membership during the Great Depression in America?

32. What crusade was launched against many Americans during the administrations of Truman and Eisenhower?
33. What did Truman establish in 1947 to combat communism at home?

34. What were supposed to have been protected in investigations by the Loyalty Review Board?

35. What is the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) and what/who did it target?

36. What impact did the HUAC have on the film industry?

37. Who is Alger Hiss and what was he accused/convicted of?
38. What were Julius and Ethel Rosenberg convicted of, what was their punishment and what impact in the United States?

39. Why did Joseph R. McCarthy (just a junior Senator from Wisconsin) find himself on center stage?

40. What did he claim to hold in his hand during a speech in West Virginia?

41. What two great men did McCarthy accuse of disloyalty?

42. How did McCarthy effectively manipulate the media?

43. How did the majority of Americans feel about McCarthy in 1953?

44. List four occupations which suffered under the McCarthy attacks.
