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Civil War and Reconstruction Study Guide

The First Two Years of the Civil War (pp. 326-332)
1. Where was the capital of the Confederacy shifted to in July of 1861?

2. Why were northern and southern volunteers in a hurry to end the conflict?

3. From where did a large number of civilians come out to watch the Battle of Manassas?

4. What nickname did Thomas Jonathan Jackson earn at Manassas?

5. What weakness did both sides display at Manassas?

6. What advance in guns changed war just before the Civil War?

7. What two advances in cannonry also changed warfare during the Civil War?

8. Why do you think generals continued to fight the same way as before? Do you agree with the book’s answer for this?
9. Define war of attrition:

10. Why didn’t Southerners like the idea of a war of attrition?

11. Who came up with the idea of the “anaconda plan” and what did it advise?

12. How far apart were the two capital cities of the Civil War?

13. Who was appointed to lead the army of the Potomac?

14. Why was McClellan a favorite of his men?

15. What was McClellan reluctant to do?

16. What did the North need to gain control of to squeeze the Confederacy to death?
17. Define gunboat:

18. What Tennessee city did Grant capture in the South?

19. Who won the first day at the Battle of Shiloh?

20. How did Grant respond to this?

21. Who captured New Orleans for the Union?

22. What two places on the Mississippi were left unconquered by the North?

23. From what direction did McClellan eventually attempt to attack Richmond?

24. What two great military leaders did McClellan have to face in Virginia?

25. What problem was shown, once again, by McClellan? Why was it such a tragic flaw in his character?

26. Why was it so important for Lee to win victories early in the war?

27. What battle finally stopped Lee’s string of victories?

28. What general was defeated by Lee at Chancellorsville?

29. What heavy loss did the South sustain at Chancellorsville?

A New Birth of Freedom (pp. 348-351)

Note: After great victories at Vicksburg and Gettysburg by Grant (using “total war” techniques), Union forces began to gain the upper hand. These battles will be examined with a Civil War series video and worksheet.

30. How long was Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address speech?

31. How did people generally respond to the speech in 1863?
32. What great milestone did the speech mark in U.S. history?

33. What new strategy did Grant bring to battling Lee’s army?

34. What city did Sherman capture in 1864?

35. Explain why Sherman decided to march to the sea?

36. What two impacts would this march have on the South?

37. What did Grant do that other Civil War generals refused to?

38. What horrified northerners about Grant?

39. What alternative did Grant take after being unable to break through to Richmond?
40. Who did Lincoln run against in the election of 1864?

41. What did Lincoln’s reelection demonstrate?

42. What important legislation was passed three months later?

43. What finally forced Lee to surrender his army in 1865?

44. Where was this done?

45. What happened 5 days after surrender?

Three Plans for Reconstruction (pp. 366-370)

46. What were many white’s committed to despite their prejudices?

47. How had the Republican Party defined itself in 1863?

48. What was the purpose of the Freedmen’s Bureau?

49. How many African Americans were touched by the building of schools?

50. Define pardon:

51. What did Lincoln require of states wishing to return to the Union?
52. What major weakness did Lincoln’s plan have?

53. Explain how Andrew Johnson differed from Lincoln when it came to reconstruction?

54. How did the South respond to Johnson’s plan for reconstruction?

55. What legislation passed by Congress did Johnson veto in 1866?

56. Describe the rights “guaranteed” by the Fourteenth Amendment.

57. What did the Military Reconstruction Act of 1867 attempt to do?
58. Define impeach:

59. Describe the stipulations of the Fifteenth Amendment.

60. What helped elect Ulysses S. Grant to the Presidency in 1868?

Reconstruction in the South (pp. 371-375)

61. Define carpetbaggers:
62. Define scalawags:

63. How did Southern whites respond to African Americans in local government?

64. List three major areas in which Republicans in state governments made changes.

65. Define debt peonage and describe how this was able to return to the South some aspects of the slave system.

66. Define sharecroppers:

67. Define tenant farmers:

68. How were sharecropping and tenant farming just like debt peonage?
69. Define Klu Klux Klan:

70. What was the goal of the “KKK”?

71. What did Rutherford B. Hayes promise to do in return for a win in the 1876 presidential election?

