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Rome Study Guide Unit #2

Section 3: The Roman Achievement (pp. 161-165)
1. What achievements, cultures and traditions was the Roman Empire a blend of?

2. What did Romans believe about Greek culture?
3. What term is used to describe the blending of Greek, Hellenistic and Roman achievements?

4. What helped spread Greco-Roman culture throughout the Roman world?

5. What does Virgil try to show in the Aeneid and what two major things did he hope it would accomplish?
6. Define satirize:

7. List three writers who wrote Roman satire.

8. List two important historians of Ancient Rome.

9. What Greek philosophical tradition did Romans borrow heavily from?

10. What new ground did Roman sculptures break?

11. What types of things did Roman frescoes often depict?

12. Define mosaic:

13. What did Romans generally emphasize in architecture that the Greeks did not?

14. List three improvements or innovations made by Greek architects.

15. Define engineering:
16. Define aqueducts:

17. To whom did the Romans leave the discipline of scientific research?

18. What mistaken theory was put forth by Ptolemy?

19. What great achievement was Galen responsible for?

20. What contribution to learning did Pliny the Elder make in the pursuit of practical knowledge?

21. What did Rome’s commitment to the rule of law foster in the Empire?

22. What two Roman law systems eventually merged to address issues of justice in the Empire?
23. What basic principles of Roman law can you recognize today in our own law code?

24. Was Roman law equally administered to all classes of people? Explain.

Section 5: The Long Decline (pp. 173-177)

25. What three major problems did Rome face after ruling the Mediterranean for hundreds of years?

26. At who’s death did the Pax Romana (Roman Peace) end?

27. What destructive political pattern emerged in Rome after the Pax Romana?

28. In one 50-year period ________ emperors reigned.

29. What problems were faced by business people and farmers at this time?

30. What did many poor farmers do in response to violence and instability in the Roman world?

31. What did Diocletian do in order to better govern the huge Roman Empire?

32. Define inflation:

33. How did Diocletian try to stop inflation?
34. How else did Diocletian try to force economic stability in the empire?

35. Explain two major things Constantine did to change to course of European history.

36. What positives and negatives were the result of the reforms of Diocletian and Constantine?

37. What impact did a long-term exposure of Germanic peoples to Rome’s borders have on them?

38. Define Huns:

39. What impact did Hun invasions in Eastern Europe have on the Western part of the empire?

40. Where did the Roman army suffer a stunning defeat to Visigoths?

41. What Visigoth general plundered the city of Rome and overran Italy in 410 A.D.?

42. What barbarian group moved through Gaul, Spain and into North Africa?
43. What nickname did Attila the Hun have among Europeans?

44. What Germanic leader ousted the emperor of Rome in 476 A.D. and supposedly cased the “fall” of the Roman Empire?

45. What military reasons are given for the “fall” of Rome?

46. Define mercenaries:

47. Provide four military reasons given by the textbook for the “fall” of Rome.

48. Provide five political reasons given by the textbook for the “fall” of Rome.

49. Provide three social reasons given by the textbook for the “fall” of Rome.
50. Provide two major arguments which run counter to (against) the idea that Rome fell at all.

51. What institution preserved elements of the Roman tradition?
