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Ancient Rome Study Guide (p. 150)

Section 1: The Roman World Takes Shape

1. Read the “A Proud Son Speaks of His Father” Quote. Question: What values formed the basis of Roman society and government?

2. Explain how both the overall location and the geography of Rome (and Italy itself) was beneficial (far more so than for the Greeks).
3. When did the Latins arrive in Italy and how many hills are there in Rome?

4. According to the stories, who were the mother and father of Romulus and Remus?
5. What two major groups did Romans share the Italian Peninsula with?

6. What two places might the Etruscans have come from?

7. List four major attributes the Romans adopted from the Etruscans.

8. How long would the Roman republican state last?

9. Define republic:

10. Originally, what group made all the laws and controlled the government?

11. Define patricians:

12. Define consuls:

13. How did the Roman government attempt to limit the power of consuls?

14. Define dictator:

15. How long would dictators serve?

16. Why was Cincinnatus considered the ideal dictator from the standpoint of the Romans?

17. Define plebeians:
18. Who did plebeians finally get to elect later in Roman history?

19. Define veto:

20. How did these changes effect Roman government?

21. Why were the 12 tables of law so helpful and important for plebeians?

22. Who would adopt a similar system to that of the Romans 2,000 years later?

23. Examine the Roman Cursus Honorum Infographic on page 152. Briefly explain the jobs of each:

a. Censor

b. Consul

c. Praetor

d. Tribune of the Plebs

e. Quaestor

f. Aedile

24. Explain the status Roman fathers had within their families?

25. What did most Roman mothers/wives do?

26. How did the role of Roman women compare to that of Greek women? Provide examples.
27. What did most Roman women do?

28. How did Patrician women’s status and freedom change over time in Rome?

29. Were most children educated in Rome? Who did the educating and what were they taught?
30. List 5 Roman gods and explain their areas of influence.

31. What was Rome’s military success due to?

32. Define legion:

33. What were soldiers expected to do early in Rome’s history?

34. Why were Roman citizens such good soldiers?

35. How did commanders try to ensure success in the Roman military?

36. What did Rome allow conquered peoples to keep?

37. What was often the result of bestowing citizenship or partial citizenship on conquered peoples?

38. What two major things did Rome do to unite and protect their conquests?

Section 2: From Republic to Empire

39. With what empire did Rome’s expansion bring it in contact with?
40. Where does the term “Punic” come from?

41. What did Rome acquire as a result of winning the First Punic War?

42. How did Hannibal surprise the Romans and start the Second Punic War?

43. How long did Hannibal fight in Italy and never lose a battle?

44. How did Rome finally get Hannibal out of Italy?
45. What was the result for Carthage when Rome won the Second Punic War?

46. Who is Cato and what did he constantly say?

47. What was the result of the Third Punic War and how did the Romans assure that Carthage would never come back?

48. What did each side fight for during the Punic Wars?

Carthage:

Rome:

49. Define imperialism:

50. Where else did Rome gain land at the same time they were fighting Carthage?

51. What result came for the city of Rome because of successful conquest?
52. What did the new class of wealthy Romans build and purchase?
53. Define latifundia:

54. Who worked on the latifundia?

55. What percentage of Italy’s people lived in slavery by the end of the Republic?

56. What two factors forced small farmers off their land and into the city of Rome seeking work?

57. What replaced the traditional values of Rome (simplicity, hard work, and devotion to duty)?

58. What positions did Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus hold and what reforms did each call for?

a. Tiberius

b. Gaius

59. What came about because Rome could not solve its problems peacefully?

60. What two groups vied for power over Rome?

61. What major change took place within the Roman military toward the end of the Republic?

62. What two ambitious military commanders dominated Rome’s politics in 58 B.C.?

63. How long did it take Julius Caesar to subdue Gaul?

64. What did the Senate (and Pompey) order Julius Caesar to do after the conquest of Gaul was completed, and how did Caesar respond to this order?

65. Who won in the war between Pompey and Caesar and what would Rome be forced to make him?

66. List 5 important reforms undertaken by Julius Caesar between 48B.C. and 44 B.C.

67. What did Caesar’s enemies worry about and what happened when he arrived in the senate in 44 B.C.?
68. For what purpose did Octavian and Mark Antony join forces?

69. Who won the struggle for control of Rome in 31 B.C.?

70. What does “Augustus” mean?

71. What new age replaced the Republican period in Rome?

72. What four things did Augustus do which laid the foundation for a stable government?

73. Define census:

74. What four major things did Augustus do to reform the economy?

75. For how long did Augustus’ government function well?

76. What problem continued to plague the empire during the Imperial period?

77. Name two disastrous emperors of Rome after the death of Augustus.

78. List two major things Hadrian did which benefitted Rome.
79. What Platonic ideal did Marcus Aurelius come close to accomplishing and what was the name of his book?

80. What does Pax Romana mean? 
81. Explain the various benefits brought to the Empire by the Pax Romana.

82. What two major types of entertainments were enjoyed by the Roman people?

83. How were the entertainments used by Roman Emperors?

84. What else did the government provide to its citizens in order to keep them from revolting?
