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American Revolution Study Guide

Section 1: The French and Indian War Challenges Colonial Thinking

1. Define minutemen:

2. Name the loose confederation of the 13 colonies in America.
3. Why did the governor of Virginia send a force to the forks of the Ohio River?

4. Explain what happened at Fort Necessity?

5. Who led this failed British expedition?

6. Why did Native American groups tend to ally themselves with the French early in the French and Indian War?

7. Who lost a great battle at the forks of the Ohio to the French?

8. Why does the book state that he failed to win this battle?

9. What two strategies did the British use to defeat the French in this war?

1. 

2.

10. What city lies at the forks of the Ohio River today?

11. Where did the British finally defeat the French during the war?

12. What did the Treaty of Paris allow the British to gain?

13. Describe three major factors which led to friction between the British and Americans during and after the French and Indian War.
Section 2: The Issues That Led to the War for Independence

14. What assertion was made by the theory of mercantilism?
15. Define depression:

16. Why did Britain feel comfortable taxing and closely regulating its colonies?

17. Explain how king George III’s lowering of taxes in the Sugar Act disrupted old traditions and accepted customs in America?

18. Why did native peoples rise up against the British in Pontiac’s Rebellion?
19. What did the Proclamation of 1763 forbid?

20. What did the Stamp Act require colonists to do?

21. The Stamp Act was an example of _____________ without representation.

22. Define boycott:

23. What impact did the protests and boycotts have on the British government?

24. How did the Boston Massacre reflect and reinforce a feeling held by the colonists that they were slaves of Britain?
25. Why did colonials refuse tea shipments and participate in the Boston Tea Party?

26. Define Intolerable Acts:

27. What was the result of the First Continental Congress?
28. What statement did the Second Continental Congress agree to in their defiance of the British?

Section 3: The Ideas That Led to the War for Independence

 At the end of the first paragraph in this section the textbook states, “…America acquired the habit of challenging authority and asserting their rights—a habit they have never lost.” Below, answer the following “critical thinking” questions:

a. Is this statement true? Do Americans still “challenge authority and assert their rights, or have we lost this habit in the recent past?” Explain your answer.

b. Is “challenging authority” part of being patriotic? Or is patriotism something else entirely? Explain your answer.

29. Why did Thomas Paine’s words in Common Sense affect Americans so powerfully at this time?
30. List the four parts of the Declaration of Independence.

31. Define natural rights:

32. Define social contract:

33. Define popular sovereignty:
34. Unfortunately, what provision was removed from the Declaration of Independence after it was written?

35. When the framers of the Constitution used the words “equality and sovereignty,” who were they talking about? Who weren’t they talking about?

36. What did letters between Abigail and John Adams indicate about the state of women’s rights at the time of the Revolution?
Section 4: The War for Independence

37. Define patriots:
38. How did the rebels fight back against the British after the Lexington Green massacre?

39. List 8 disadvantages of the American “patriots”.

40. What two major disadvantages did England have?

41. How did General Gage attempt to overawe the rebels at Bunker Hill?

42. Why was General Gage’s victory really a defeat?

43. How did the rebels take back Boston?

44. Describe the situation for Washington’s army by October, 1776.

45. Why was the battle at Trenton (after crossing the Delaware River) so significant?

46. What American convinced the French to give supplies/money to the patriots?

47. What Frenchman convinced France to provide 6,000 troops?

48. Who helped provide discipline to the American army?

49. Why did Cornwallis surrender his army at Yorktown?
50. What role did women play in the armies of both sides of the war?

51. Define inflation:

52. Explain why the American victory in the Revolutionary War was a great blow to most Native Americans?

