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The Age of Absolute Monarchs Study Guide

Section 1—Golden Age of Spain
1. Read the introductory essay about Louis XIV and answer the following:

a. What information does this picture provide about Louis XIV?

b. Why did Louis XIV utilize so much ritual and ceremony in his court?

2. What family does the leader of Spain, King Philip II, come from?

3. How did the Hapsburgs acquire an empire larger than any since the days of ancient Rome?

4. Describe the holdings (areas) inherited by Charles V.

5. What title did Charles V attain in 1519?

6. Why did Charles eventually divide his great empire among relatives?

7. Define absolute monarch:
8. Name and describe the palace of Philip II in Spain.

9. What was the primary mission of Philip II?

10. Who did Philip II attack and defeat during the Battle of Lepanto?

11. What allowed cities in the Netherlands to flourish since the Middle Ages?

12. Explain why the Netherlands revolted against Philip II?

13. What did seven Northern provinces in the Netherlands declare in 1581?

14. How did the Dutch Netherlands emerge from their war with Spain?

15. How did Queen Elizabeth surreptitiously keep Spain from crushing the Dutch?
16. In 1588, Philip II assembled a fleet (armada) of 68 _____________ to carry and army of _______________ soldiers to invade England.

17. What nickname did storms in the North Sea get when they destroyed Spanish ships?

18. What is the time in Spain between 1550 and 1560 called?

19. Name two famous painters in Spain during the height of Spanish art and culture.

20. What detrimental impact on the economy of Europe did the rise in Spanish gold and silver from the Americas have?

21. How did Spain’s support of the Inquisition increase their economic problems?
Section 2—The French Monarchy

22. How many Huguenots may have been slaughtered by Catherine de’ Medici in August, 1572?

23. How did Henry of Navarre (a protestant) respond to an overwhelming population of Catholics in Paris?

24. What famous remark did Henry IV make after his conversion to Catholicism?

25. Why didn’t the Estates General meet for 175 years in France?

26. Who helped Louis XIII to attain more monarchical power during his reign?
27. Explain how Louis’ advisor helped to expand the power of the king.

28. What was the symbol chosen by Louis XIV and why did he choose it?

29. Explain how Louis XIV changed the military?

30. Define and describe the role of “intendants.”
31. How did Louis XIV reinstate Catholicism as the official and only approved religion in France?

32. How many years did Versailles take to complete?

33. How many acres did the palace and its grounds cover?

34. Why did Louis XIV remove his government from the city of Paris?

35. Why did Louis XIV encourage nobles to live at Versailles?
36. Discuss two ways that Jean Baptiste Colbert was able to increase royal revenues?

37. Why did Louis XIV fight so many wars during his reign (what was his goal)?

38. What was the bitterest struggle (war) of Louis XIV?

Section 3: Struggles Among the German States

39. How did Protestant nobles in Prague react to official messengers of Ferdinand II?
40. What major event did this silly event spark in Germany?

41. To what three countries did the Protestant princes of Germany turn to for help in response to challenges from Ferdinand II?

42. Why did Cardinal Richelieu, a powerful Catholic working for Louis XIII of France support German Protestant princes during the Thirty Years’ War?

43. Describe the desolation and population destruction during the Thirty Years’ War in Germany?

44. The Peace of Westphalia guaranteed the independence of about _________ German states.

45. The boundaries established by the peace remained almost unchanged for ______ years.
46. What family had ruled Brandenburg since the 1400s?
47. How did this family benefit from the Peace of Westphalia?

48. Define Junkers:

49. What thrifty ruler worked tirelessly to build the Prussian army, save money, encourage economic development and avoid costly wars?

50. How did Prussia quickly grow its economy and population during the reign of Frederick William I?
51. What challenge did the Hapsburgs have in running their empire?

52. Who stood to inherit the Hapsburg throne as a result of the “Pragmatic Sanction”?

53. How did Prussia react to the “Pragmatic Sanction” decree of Charles VI?

54. How did Maria Theresa recover from Prussian attacks on her land?

55. How did European nations attempt to maintain the balance of power?

56. Where did much of the fighting during Seven Years War take place?

57. What was the result of this war to France and Britain?

Section 4—Developments in Eastern Europe

58. What great military leader of the Ottoman Empire greatly expanded its territory?

59. How did Islamic law view Christians and Jews living in their territories?

60. What was the cause of a long, slow decline in Ottoman power?

61. What caused the “Time of Troubles” (1604-1613) in Russia?

62. Who was finally successfully installed on the throne of Russia in 1613?

63. Describe the status and treatment of Russian peasants?

64. How did Russia acquire an empire stretching all the way to the Pacific Ocean?

65. How did Peter I go about making Russia a powerful nation?
66. Discuss three different things done by Peter while visiting Western Europe?

67. How many Western Europeans were hired by Peter the Great to teach Russia?

68. Discuss five Westernizing moves made in Russia by Peter the Great?

69. Who did Peter finally defeat to win a warm weather port for Russia?

70. Describe the building of St. Petersburg.
71. How did Catherine the Great (a German) win over the support of Russian nobles?

72. From what empire did Catherine the Great win another warm weather seaport for Russia?

73. Why did Poland lack the strength to defend itself against, Prussian, Russian and Austrian invaders?

